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despatched (March 2, 1642), Charles started for the north. On March 5th, the Houses passed their ordinance putting the militia in charge of their own officers, and thus seized the power of the sword into their own custody. On the c>th the King was overtaken at Newmarket by a Parliamentary committee. Would not His Majesty approve their control of the militia for a limited time? *4 No, by God," thundered the aroused King, " not for an hour. You have asked that of me in this, was never asked of a king, and with which I will not trust my wife and children." They read him a list of grievances. " That's false ! " u That *s a lie ! " were the comments which he passed upon each article. "What would you have?" he cried. " Have I violated your laws? Have I denied to pass one bill for the ease and security of my subjects? I do not, ask you what you have done for me. Clod so deal with me and mine, as all my thoughts and intentions are upright for the maintenance of the true Protestant profession, and for the observation and preservation of the laws of this land; and I hope God will bless and assist those laws for my preservation." The Earl of Pembroke begged Charles to come nearer to Westminster, and to say clearly what he desired. *' 1 would whip a boy in Westminster School," lie replied, " who could not tell that by my answer."
The King's proclamation that the ordinances of the two Houses were not to be obeyed without his consent, drew forth a sharp answer from Parliament, which was revolutionary to the core, "that when the Lords and Commons in Parliament, which is the supreme court of judicature in the kingdom, shall declare what the law of the land is, to have this not only questioned and controverted, but contradicted, and a command that it should not be obeyed, is a high breach of the privilege! of Parliament." The King adroitly quoted a speech of Pym's against the present course of the Commons :
** Mr. Pym himself tells you, in his speech against the Karl of Stratford (published by the order of the House* of Commons): ' The law is the safeguard, the custody of all private interests ; your honours, your lives, your liberties and estates are all in the keeping of the law ; without this, every man hath a like right to